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CONPIDENTIAL HONG KONG 8308 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: EEWT, BTRA, VM, US, PEPR 

SUBJECT: VICE DEPUTY POREIGN MINISTER BRIEFS AMCHAM DELEGATION 

REF: HONG KONG 8306 

1. SUMMARY: IN A RATHER SMOOTH AND SEEMINGLY PORTHCOMING 
MANNER, VIETNAMESE SENIOR VICE MINISTER NGUYEN CO THACH BRIEFED 
THE PIVE-MAN AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE DELEGATION PROM 
HONG KONG (REPTEL). IN A FREE-WHEELING HOUR-LONG SESSION 
THACH TOUCHED ON US/SRV NORMALIZATIO , THE SINOmETNAMESE 
DISPUTE, ASEAN AND SOVIET INFLUENCE IN VIETNAM. 

2. US/SRV NORMALIZATION. RESPONDING TO QUESTIONS PROM THE 
AMERICAN GROUP, THACK STATED PRANKLY THAT WITHOUT ASSURANCES 
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OP AMERICAN AID, DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WERE NOT ACCEPTABLE. 

HE URGED THAT THE QUESTIONS OP ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE AND 
MIA'S BE PUT ASIDE AND TRADE BEGIN. THE SOVIET UNION 
AND CHINA WERE CITED AS EXAMPLES OP WHEN THE US ESTABLISHED 
TRADE PRIOR TO DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. 

3. SINO/VIETNAMESE DISPUTE. THACH STATED THAT TWO 
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CHINESE SHIPS WERE ANCHORED IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS NOT 
FAR FROM VIETNAM AND ADDED THAT THEY WOULD GET "A SUR- 
PRISE" IF THEY ENTERED WITHOUT PERMISSION. HE OBSERVED 
THAT WHEN A THIEF IS OUTSIDE YOUR HOME YOUR IGNORE HIM, 

BUT IF HE ENTERS, YOU SHOOT HIM. THE CHINESE ARE "VERY 
FOOLISH - IN FACT, THEY ARE FOOLS*" YOU CANNOT PREVENT 
FOOLS FROM DOING FOOLISH THINGS, HE LAMENTED. THACH 
CLOSED THE SUBJECT BY NOTING THAT VIETNAM WANTED TO 
SETTLE THE AFFAIR PEACEFULLY BUT CHINA DID NOT. 

4. ASEAN. THACH CLAIMED THAT VIETNAM UNDERSTOOD THE 
ASEAN COUNTRIES BETTER NOW THAN BEFORE. HE EXPLAINED 
THAT VIETNAM DID NOT KNOW THE ASEAN GROUP'S REAL INTEN- 
TIONS BEFORE, BUT REALIZED NOW THAT THEY POSE NO DANGER 
TO THE SRV. 

5. USSR. THACH BRUSHED ASIDE REPORTS OF RUSSIAN CONTROL 
IN VIETNAM AND SOVIET BASES IN CAM RAHN, DECLARING THAT 
VIETNAM HAD PAID TOO MUCH FOR INDEPENDENCE TO LOSE IT NOW. 

6. COMMENT: THACH COMMMENTS ON RELATIONS WITH THE US 
ARE THE SAME AS THOSE CONVEYED TO THE CWS GROUP IN MAY 
AND REPRESENT NOTHUNG NEW IN VIETNAMESE THINKING. HIS 
COMMENT ON CHINA ARE SOME OF THE SHRILLEST WE HAVE SEEN 
FROM A VIETNAMESE DIPLOMAT AND REFLECT THE INTENSITY OF 
VIETNAMESE EMOTIONS ON THE SUBJECT. THE CONCILIATORY 
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TONES ADDRESSED TO ASEAN APPEAR TO US TO BE A NATURAL 
RESULT OF VIETNAM'S IMPROVED ATTITUDE TOWARD NON- 
COMMUNIST COUNTRIES IN THE FACE OF PROBLEMS WITH 
CHINA. 
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